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CHILD  EXPLOITATION

Child exploitation is never the victim’s fault, even if there is some form of exchange.

Child exploitation is a crime with devastating and long lasting consequences for its victims and their 

families. Childhoods and family life can be ruined and this is compounded when victims, or those at 

risk of abuse, do not receive appropriate, immediate and on-going support. 

RCC’s first response to children, and support for them to access help, must be the best it can be 

from social workers, police, health practitioners and others who work with children and their families.

This applies as much to child exploitation as to any other forms of abuse or neglect



A total of 1,277 children were exploited in the UK in 2016, 20% of whom were UK nationals.

The Home Office Report 2017 describes 17 types of exploitation across four categories, which are 

labour exploitation, domestic servitude, sexual exploitation and criminal exploitation.

Labour Exploitation

• Victims exploited for multiple purposes in isolated 

environments

• Victims work for offenders

• Victims work for someone other than offenders

Domestic Servitude

• Exploited by partner

• Exploited by relatives

• Exploiters not related to victims

Sexual Exploitation

• Child Sexual Exploitation – group exploitation

• Child Sexual Exploitation – single exploiter

• Forced sex work in fixed location

• Forced sex work in changing location 

• Trafficking for personal gratification

Criminal Exploitation

• Forced gang-related criminality

• Forced labour in illegal activities

• Forces acquisitive crime

• Forced begging

• Trafficking for forced sham marriage

• Financial fraud (including benefit fraud)

MYTH: EXPLOITATION ONLY HAPPENS TO 

VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Not all children and young people with vulnerabilities will experience child exploitation. Child 

exploitation can also occur without any vulnerabilities being present.

All our children and young people are at risk of exploitation



MODERN SLAVERY

Modern Slavery is the term used within the UK and is defined within the Modern Slavery Act 2015. 

The Act categorises offences of Slavery, Servitude and Forced or Compulsory Labour and Human 

Trafficking. 

Many people often confuse child slavery with child labour, but it is much worse. Whilst child labour is 

harmful for children and hinders their education and development, child slavery occurs when a child is 

exploited for someone else’s gain. It can include child trafficking, child soldiers, child marriage and 

child domestic slavery.



COUNTY LINES

County line enterprises almost always involve exploitation of vulnerable people: this could involve both 

children and adults and is always a safeguarding issue. 

The gang/group will put vulnerable individuals between themselves and the risk of detection, asking them to 

carry and sell drugs, and/or to sell drugs at the other end of the line. 

A group/gang may also target a vulnerable person living in the target area and take over their home as a base 

to sell drugs from.

This almost exclusively involves violence, intimidation and the offer of money or drugs. The use of the 

property for drug dealing often leads to the vulnerable person being left homeless. This is sometimes known 

as ‘cuckooing’. 

The gang might also send young vulnerable people from their own area to stay at the house and distribute the 

drugs, again often intimidating and threatening them to stay. 

This is sometimes known as a ‘trap house’, and mobile phones are used to order more drugs, carried by other 

young people or vulnerable adults, who travel by train or car.

The impact of this is that young people become indebted to gang/groups and are forced into labour and 

exploitation to pay off debts and local vulnerable people are targeted in care homes, foster care, and local 

authority and supported housing.



CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION (CSE)

Any child, in any community: Child sexual exploitation is occurring across the country but is often hidden 

so prevalence data is hard to ascertain. 

Age: Children aged 12-18 years of age are most at risk of child sexual exploitation although victims as 

young as 8 have been identified, particularly in relation to online concerns. It is important that such abuse 

is not overlooked due to assumed capacity to consent. 

Gender: Though child sexual exploitation may be most frequently observed amongst young females, 

boys are also at risk. 

Ethnicity: Child exploitation affects all ethnic groups. 



Online exploitation 

Includes the exchange of sexual communication or images and can be particularly challenging to 

identify and respond to. 

Children, young people and perpetrators are frequently more familiar with, and spend more time in, 

these environments than their parents and carers.

Online child sexual exploitation allows perpetrators to initiate contact with multiple potential victims 

and offers a perception of anonymity, with children and young people, and perpetrators, potentially 

saying and doing things online they wouldn’t do offline. 

Where exploitation does occur online, the transfer of images can be quickly and easily shared with 

others. This makes it difficult to contain the potential for further abuse. 



PREVENT
Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015

The Prevent strategy was explicitly changed in 2011 to deal with all forms of terrorism and with non-violent 

extremism, which can create an atmosphere conducive to terrorism and can popularise views which 

terrorists then exploit.

It also made clear that preventing people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism requires challenge to 

extremist ideas where they are used to legitimise terrorism and are shared by terrorist groups. And the 

strategy also means intervening to stop people moving from extremist (albeit legal) groups into terrorist-

related activity.

Our staff will be expected to make appropriate referrals to Channel which is a programme which provides 

support to individuals who are at risk of being drawn into terrorism which is put on a statutory footing by the 

Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 and ensure that Channel is supported by the appropriate 

organisations and expertise - RCC have a representative on the panel.



How are we responding in Rutland?
Child exploitation is treated as any other forms of abuse or neglect. 

We have created a new role in Childrens Social Care dedicated to exploitation. 

There is a local 5 year exploitation action plan which includes children missing from education

We have exploitation ambassadors across all services in RCC and work regionally and across LLR in 

regards to exploitation.

PREVENT: John Morley attends the Strategic Operations Group (LLR) all agencies attend. We are a 

member of the channel panel for Prevent. We have a strategic group set up within the council that covers all 

areas of exploitation and is attended by all services. We have a current PREVENT strategy in place.

ONLINE EXPLOITATION: This is responded to in exactly the same way as CSE . We use CEOP resources 

and have a safer internet campaign

CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION (CSE): We have daily conversations with the CSE Hub to discuss 

children and young people at risk. We have a dedicated pathway within Liquid Logic specifically designed 

for CSE which includes a bespoke risk assessment tool. We recently had a CSE case which included 9 

young people in Rutland. There is an LSCB intervention pathway and supporting risk assessment toolkits

Modern Slavery – we have a duty to refer to the National Referral Mechanism (NRM) if we have any cases 

of child slavery – this mechanism is online and staff are aware of their duties and responsibilities. We have 

had no cases of modern slavery yet identified in RCC. We have had an increase in referrals over the last 2 

years. This is due in part to improvement in public and professional awareness and also our recent CSE 

investigation which formed the bulk of the increase.

FOR ALL OF THE ABOVE WE HAVE MANDATORY ONLINE AND FACE TO FACE TRAINING



ANY 

QUESTIONS


